










_ Niagara as a whole. 


Views expressed 
are those of the 

contributors, not 
necessarily ARA 


t Why are we ARA? 


Since we started organizing about 
five months ago, we have run into a few 
people who support the cause but are 
turned off by the name ARA, Usually 
it’s because they associate ARA with 
militancy and violence. For the most 
part, these people have only heard of 
Toronto ARA. They point to the news 
stories from years ago about brawls 
with neo-Nazis on the streets of 
Toronto. My response is: IARA 
Niagara is totally independent in its 
decision-making. 2)The situation in 
Niagara is different than in Toronto. 
The situation in Toronto is even 
different from what it used to be. 
3)Many of the people who belonged to 
Toronto ARA in 1993 are no longer 
around. Most of the people involved 
with the confrontations were not really 
members anyway. 4)You don’t know 
the whole story about what happened in 
Toronto, The mass-media that reported 
on those incidents is the same media 
that says all skinheads are racist, 
Jamaicans are criminals, and promote 
stercotypes of homosexuals and women. 

There are benefits to being part of 
the ARA network. ARA has already 
been around awhile so they know what 
it takes to run an organization. We can 
share experiences and information. 
They have established contacts with 
groups all over the world. 

ARA first started in 1986 and 
developed out of a Minneapolis 
skinhead group called Baldies Against 
Racism. They got together to show 
opposition to factions of neo-Nazis 
within the skinhead and punk scene. 
ARA has always had ties to skins. 
punks. and youth subculture. There 
have been ARA tables at many 
concerts in the U.S. and Canada: 
Lollapalooza, Dance Hall Crashers, 
Mighty Mighty Bosstones, Bouncing 
Souls, Life Of Agony, David Bowie, 
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Nine Inch Nails, and Ozzy Osbourne for 
example, 

There are several chapters of ARA 
across North America. ARA is 
especially taking root in the United 
States. ARA chapters are independent 
from each other and have different 
philosophies and strategies. Tactics 
used in Detroit might not work in 
Pickering. There is no ARA ‘party line’ 
or manifesto, What the groups have in 
common is they have all dedicated 
themselves to the cause of 
equality and freedom. 


Rock Against Racism 


Concert was a Success 

Anti-Racist Action Niagara held its 
first event on April 19, 1996 at Palm 
Grove in St. Catharines. The “Rock 
Against Racism’ concert featured four 
bands and some DJs. 

ThanatoPop, Ulbred, MDM, and 
Malickis Happy Corn Club all put on a 
great show. They played a variety of 
music, including pop/alternative, punk 
rock, and industrial. In addition to the 
bands. DJ's from Palm Grove served 
up a mix of hip-hop, dance music and 
reggae, 

We had a good crowd, with many 
different kinds of people. The turnout 
was a success in terms of numbers, and 
the proceeds helped us set up a mailing 
address. There werc no problems at the 
nightclub and there weren't any nazi 
boneheads in sight. 

Cheers go out to the bands, 
PalmGrove, everyone who came out, 
and all the people who helped put it 
together. This event showed what we 
can accomplish if we work together. 
We raised some intercst in the anti- 
racist cause, and now people know ARA 
Niagara is here. We laid the foundation 
and now we can continuc to grow. 
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Hey Preston, Talk to 
Wolfgang Lately? 
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On the evening of May 16, 1996, 
Preston Manning, leader of the 
Refooooonn Party of Canada, made a 
speech at a hotel in St. Catharines, 
Ontario. His speech (or sermon, as it 
was called by Reverend James O. 
Blackwood) was part of a dedication 
ceremony for a building that has been 
named after Preston's father and right- 
wing mentor, the ‘honourable’ Earnest 
C. Manning. This building is located at 
36 Hiscott St. in St. Catharines and 
houses the offices of an evangelical 
Christian group called Global 
Outreach. 

Earnest Manning was a radio 
preacher and the leader of the right- 
wing Social Credit Party. When he 
was premier of Alberta, good ol’ Earnie 
oversaw a cugenics program that 
involved forced sterilization of people 
with disabilities. He was also known to 
make comments such as that if he had 
the choice, only whites would be 
allowed to vote. Social Credit and its 
child. the Reform Party. have always 
had links with anti-semitism and 
extreme right-wing groups. 


Please see Manning / pg. 2 
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the Racist Right 


*From Page 1 

In the carly days of Reform, Wolf- 
gang Droege and his Heritage Front 
buddies became members of the party 
without even hiding who they were. 





Nazis in Your 
Neighbourhood? 
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After the media revealed they were fas- jageei 


cists, Preston Manning still took 
awhile before he decided it was not 
good public relations to let them stay. 

Ever since it was established, there 
las been a tradition of Reform Party 
members making racist, Sexist, and ho- 
mophobic comments in the press. The 
response of Reform Party leaders has 
usually been to make excuses and blame 
the ‘liberal’ media. 

One of the most recent episodes in- 
volved M.P. Bob Ringma. Ringma said 
that it’s okay to discriminate against 
gays and minorities in the workplace if 
prejudiced customers complain. He 
made no apology for his remarks and 
was only given a six-month suspension 
from the Reform Party. Is he going to 
be “de-bigoted’ in six months or docs 
Manning just think voters will take 
six months to forget the incident? 
There is no denying the connection be- 
tween the Mannings and far-right 
racism. 

Some anti-fascists considered 
protesting the dedication ceremony. 
They decided against demonstrating 
because they were under the impres- 
sion that the tone of the event was go- 
ing to be religious, not political, Jan 
Todd, who works for Preston Manning 
was quoted in the St. Catharines Stan- 
dard as saying that Preston was going 
o be speaking as a Private citizen on 
half of the Manning family, not as a 
olitician. We should have known that 
vas a lie. 

In the May 17, 1996 edition of the 
tandard, much to our surprise. there 
as a front-page headline that read 

Manning links Politics, religion.” 
uring his 30-minute speech. Preston 
iled against people who believe in sep- 
ation of church and State, the “media 
ite” and ‘political Correctness.’ White 
hristian middle-aged Men you are so 
pressed! Boo hoo! 

You fooled us this time Preston, but 


NI time we'll be ready, 
FA 
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Flip through the local phonebook, 
and under ‘H’ (for Hate) you will find 
the number for Heritage Front (HF) 
Niagara. No big deal right? WRONG! 

The Heritage Front is a neo-nazi 
group started in Toronto in 1989 by 
former terrorist, coke dealer and KKK 
leader Wolfgang Droege. Its leaders 
have connections with the Ku Klux 
Klan, Aryan Nations, Northern 
Hammerskins and other extreme racist 
Organizations. These groups have a 
long history of beating up immigrants, 
Jews, people of colour, gays, and anyone 
Who doesn’t fit into their narrow world- 
view. Groups like the HF often use 
teenagers as their pawns to carry out 
acts of vandalism and violence. The 
Niagara branch of the Heritage Front 
Operates an illegal ‘hateline’ which 
Promotes its ideology of ‘white civil 
rights.” This is just a front for its evil 
ideology. 

At a November 1995 anti-racist 
conference in Welland, Heritage Front 


*NOTE: ARA Niagara does not condone 








Crosses, Nazi swastikas, and KKK 


symbols. When an anti-racist speaker ` 


challenged all the FASCISTS in the 
room to stand up, most of the HF 
members actually did, including their 
fearless leader, Bill Livingston. 

The kind of bigotry the HF 
Promotes has resulted in racist and 
homophobic violence, arsons, racist 
graffitti, and harassment of anti-fascists 
and people of colour in schools and on 
the street, We can't let the racist 
right-wing get a foot in the door or they 
will never leave. Fascism should not be 
tolerated in a democratic country like 
Canada. 
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ANTI-RACIST ACTION 


NIAGARA 


ARA Niagara is a youth-oriented 
anti-racist group formed in the winter 
of 1995. We are an independent 
Brassroots organization with the goal of 
building a youth scene free from 
bigotry and racism. We plan on holding 
concerts and dances, organizing 
publicity Campaigns, and taking part in 
other events and activities. 

If you have suggestions, criticism, 
hate-mail, info about neo-nazis, 
contacts for bands who would play at a 
‘Rock Against Racism’ concert, or 
want to get involved with ARA, 

We can be contacted at: 


Anti-Racist Action N iagara 
12- 111 Fourth Aye, 


Box 103 
St. Catharines, ON 
Canada 
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violence. If 


You are offended by the above cartoon, GET A LIFE! 
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